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against the reactionary forces that were certain spon to attack it.
A similar movement in Venice led to the establishment of the
" Republic of St. Mark " under Manin.
When the attack on the Roman Republic came, it was from
an unexpected quarter. Louis Napoleon, who had just been
elected President of the Second Republic in France, had in
early life been a carbonaro (§ 91); he still professed to be a
republican, and nationalism was always an essential article of
the Bonapartist creed. But he was anxious to keep the support
of the strong clerical party to which he owed his election (§ 115);
and he saw with alarm the glory that Austria would gain from
restoring the Pope. So he decided to do the thing himself,
reckoning that he would at the same time be able to do liberalism
a good turn by inducing the Pope (as the price of his support)
to set up a permanent constitution. General Oudinot, the
commander of the French expedition which was sent to Rome,
was instructed to assure the republicans that his sole aim was to
save them from the horrors of an absolutist restoration by the
Austrians. But the republicans, who had recently been
stiffened by the arrival of Garibaldi and his redshirts, refused
to restore the Pope on any terms ; and they put up such a stout
resistance that Oudinot had to withdraw from the city and
send home for reinforcements.
Meanwhile the parliament at Turin determined on another
effort against the Austrians, and Charles Albert once more led
his troops into Lombardy. The result was the overwhelniing
defeat of novaea (March 1849). The King, hoping that
Austria would grant milder terms if he were out of the way,
abdicated in favour of his son Victor Emmanuel, and retired
to Portugal, where he died six months later, a broken-hearted
man.
The check to Oudinot altered the attitude of the French
nation towards the Roman Republic : such a stain on the
national " honour" could only be wiped out by the total
overthrow of " the enemy." As soon as Oudinot had received
his reinforcements he took the city by assault. Garibaldi led

